The Goat-Track.com “Where’s My Free Golf?” rant, made possible and necessary by Stanley GC and Western Mass Golf

Greens fees at Stanley GC aren’t exactly cheap for a heavily trafficked muni, but the non-resident rates are in line with Simsbury Farms and Rockledge.  What set the trip to play/review Stanley off on the wrong foot was misleading advertising.  Back in January, Friar Tuck and Golfer Number Two purchased “premium passes” to the Hartford Golf Expo online, the only benefit of which was that they entitled the bearer to one “free round of golf” at Stanley.  Seemed like a good thing, since none of the GT folks had played it in a while.  Presumably the extra $10 for the “premium pass” was a kickback/pass through to Stanley to defray the loss of greens fees at a slightly lower rate than New Britain residents rate would be expected to pay.  Rolling it forward about 3 months, the fine print was that a cart was required to get the “free round” (not our recollection at the time of purchase back in January).  So, when the dust settled, the holder of this “valuable voucher” ended up paying $10 up front and $8.75 at the gate for the mandatory cart fee for 9 holes; in total, roughly the same as a non-resident would pay to walk 9.  Quite the sales pitch.   Maybe we’re morons for not catching this sooner on the “if it sounds too good to be true, it probably is” front, but we think there’s plenty of blame to go around, including the event promoter, Western Mass Golf, and the jagoffs in Stanley’s pro shop for their attitude (you work at a muni in New Britain, get over it; there’s not enough lipstick in the world to slap on that pig to change it).  If the intent was to make us less inclined to return, they succeeded admirably.  As experienced Goat Trackers, we’re accustomed to being ignored, etc., sometimes it’s even comical, but this was not one of those occasions.
Adding insult to injury, after our round, we discovered that Stanley no longer offers “resident rates” as most of the Hartford area municipal courses do.  Instead, they have taken the “Gold Coast” (i.e. Fairfield County) approach, whereby residents need to purchase a “New Britain Golf Benefits Card” to get a ~20% chop on greens fees, as if the hard-working folks of New Britain have nothing better to do than fill out paperwork for the “privilege” of playing their home course.  To quote Michael Bolton in the movie Office Space, “thumbs up their asses…thumbs up their asses.”

