The CT GT Archives:  Observations on Course Conditions and other Highlights from the “Goat Tracking Experience at Copper Hill” through 2008 (in reverse chronological order)
10/2/08 update:  Possibly an all-time first; a “one-club up” adjustment for hitting from within the fairway, based on the height of the grass.  Despite the unparalleled manicured conditions at the GT this year, we appreciate that the groundskeepers could throw us a bone to see if we were still on our game.  Friar Tuck and I were most impressed by what we saw on the 8th hole.  It nearly threw Friar Tuck completely off his game.  On the one hand, well-versed in the art of hitting from the rough, on the other, in a completely foreign location (the fairway) to execute a shot requiring said "Track Acumen."  A true testament to why Copper Hill reigns supreme among Goat Tracks.

8/6/08 update:  Based on the current Track conditions, this is the first year in as many that anyone can remember that the Goat Track has been anything less than sizzled, or in prime Track form, at this point in the Tracking Season.  Truly remarkable.

7/2/08 update:  The consensus among tonight's group was that the Goat Track was almost unrecognizable, based on its "manicured conditions".  Traps were raked (which did expose one good sized rock in the bunker to the left of the green on #2, with many others lying close to the surface elsewhere); tee boxes, fairways and greens were all cut to a nearly unreasonable height.  Even if the GT had been somehow miraculously transformed into a TPC course, the traffic jam of 20 cars following a farm tractor down the road approaching the Goat Track would've made this a great Tracking experience.  Once on the course, we found what is becoming a constant at the GT, the mammal/rodent that inhabits the pond on #3.  GT Natural Historian Matt says it's a muskrat, but that's just a guess (whatever it is, it may become the unofficial GT mascot).  Matt did point out though, that the casual water on #5 was so schmeggy that it was the one water hazard on the course that the turtles wouldn't inhabit.  The fallen willow tree is still in place on #7, providing a unique obstruction that other courses wish they had and as Sherpa Jeff pointed out, the "maintenance staff" may be using it to alter the layout of the hole, allowing the saplings to grow in from the trunk, making the approach to the green considerably tighter.

6/4/08 update (courtesy of Sherpa Jeff):  "Signs of life on the house overlooking the 8th tee."  This was "stop the presses" info that was both surprising and disappointing.  The house overlooking the 8th tee at the Goat Track seemed to have been vacant for several years.  While the hope has always been that the deck that overlooks the tee box would be used as a summer getaway by sunbathing swimsuit models, Jeff burst that bubble by confirming that the inhabitants did not match that description.  We can't shoot the messenger, but can't help but feel a little disappointed that there was just some yappin' middle aged couple there.  After further reflection, given the history of this house, it wasn't beyond the realm of possibility that one could've overheard the guy yelling, "It puts the lotion in the basket..." so from that perspective, it could've been worse.

5/14/08 update:  Finally got my first 9 of the year in at the fabled GT.  Fortunately for us, Matt, the unofficial Natural Historian of the Goat Track, participated in this day's lap around the GT.  Previously, Matt's expertise has been recognized primarily in the niche field of "reptilian copulative activity in or near water hazards."  On this day however, he was truly on his game as Natural Historian and Goat Track Observer in all areas.

Of Note:
· The largest snapping turtle ever seen (by this group, anyway) near the pond on #2 (where Matt has done his best research).  Matt did a great job of finding this big fella who may have been trying to maintain a low profile.  The turtle waited for us to tee off before doing a 180 and heading from the marshy o.b. area to the pond to get down to business.  Impressive that the turtle showed some etiquette at the tee box.

· The wildlife adventure continued in the pond on #3.  An unidentified mammal/rodent was swimming laps in the pond in front of the tee box, nose above water, probably just getting its work in.  Matt picked up on this before anyone else, with his keen awareness of his Track surroundings.
· Hitting the wildlife trifecta, we got a woodchuck sighting on #8 (or was it #7?).  There were plenty of bird sightings, but there's something about seeing the four-legged critters that makes a round at the Track that much better.

Matt's keenest non-wildlife insight of the afternoon/evening was related to the putting conditions, which truly showed that he brought his "A-game", scoring ability aside.

As noted on the 6th green, "This green is faster uphill than downhill."  An excellent observation, pointing out the counter-intuitive nature of the greens at the GT.  Bonus points awarded for noting that "Lou can hit the broad side of a barn," as his 8-iron from the tee pinged off the pump house, leaving a green paint mark on the ball and a decent chance to get up & down.

8/9/06:  Apparently the downside to playing 9 on the best Tracking day of the year is that the numbnut/lemming factor increases exponentially, as evidenced by the excruciatingly slow play at the GT.  That said, the glass is still half full.  As noted by GT Duke, the Goat Track has hit prime mid-season form, with crabgrass working its way onto the greens, which were utterly unreadable (for speed of course, there is no break) and a consistent, healthy crop of crabgrass on every tee box.  The "golden harvest" on the 9th hole was also a nice touch.  In addition, the firmness of the tee boxes is at an optimal point where they're still pliable enough to insert a tee without first using a jackhammer, yet offer an amazingly good isometric exercise.  Also, the BCC gets two thumbs up for both personality and appearance.  Goat Tracking near its best.

