Goat-track.com, Spring Training:  Rants, Raves, and Reviews

McKechnie Field, Bradenton:  home of the cellar-dwelling Pirates and located 1 1/2 hours north of Ft. Myers along the gulf coast.  I caught the Sox's Monday road game up there.  $6 for parking in a private lot.  So far, so good.  The park itself was a little more modest than City of Palms, and the field conditions were a little bit more Tracker-friendly, but nothing that quite resembled a hard-packed (Urban Goat Track) tee box.
The neighborhood is a little sketchier than at City of Palms, but neither would win any prizes.  The Hooters ladies were out in force here as well; if I were interested in free wings during the trip, I could have made out like a bandit.  The beers and concessions were a cut above those at City of Palms, as they did have a few micros from PA and more variety from the macros that one can suck down at the typical grapefruit league game.  They also had a few Pittsburgh chains represented for food and it’s always good to have some “local flavor” at a remote minor league park.

This game was bear.  It went 4+ hours and 10 innings, after the Pirates scored 3 in the bottom of the ninth to tie it at 14 apiece.  The Sox scored a run in the top of the tenth to win it.  After the game I found a place called "The Lost Kangaroo" downtown  that had been recommended by one reviewer on BeerAdvocate.com for a couple of brews.  Overall, a good experience.
