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Pre All-Star Break Haiku, 2008 (in reverse chronological order)



6/30 - 7/13:  limping towards the All-Star break (Rangers, BoSox, Rays & Jays, plus a make-up game with the Pirates)

Giambi stache day
fake facial hair everywhere
Jason does fans proud

Houdini-esque Sid
fatbody escape artist
stout Ponson effort

bad two strike approach
Joba and the Sunshine Band
play "Shake Your Catcher"

Moose hangs Sox to dry
Veras and Farnsworth spotless
Mo cleans up own mess

tack-on offense lives!
salvage one against Rangers
first two games absent

6/2 - 6/8 after the reacharound...er, wraparound series with the Twins, home for the Jays and Royals, including Joba's first major league start.

Damon's 'stache is gone
monster six for six effort
more hits with shaved head?

which is easier
three-two or twelve-eleven
Yanks opt for latter

no breaks for Rasner
solid starts without the wins
score the man some runs!

Joba overload
all glued for two and one third
some perspective please


(6/2 – 6/8 continued)
broadcast minutiae
please limit pitch count mentions
Kay sounds like Rain Man
5/26 - 6/1 on the road against the resurgent O's and some former New Britain Rock Cats in Minnesota

Fred Sanford series
salvaging one against O's
"LaTroy you dummy"
great outfield assist
Abreu finds right zip code
dialed in from right

"it is high...far...gone..."
Sterling must be getting hoarse
home run derby night

not quite All-Star Game
homers flying to Eutaw
a classic slug fest

play of Mariners
is sloppiness contagious?
O's reap benefits

5/20 - 5-25:   The O's and the M's at home, possibly the last chance for some early season "feel good wins"

sweeping deja vu
woe the hapless Mariners
thanks for giftwrapping

Ichiro lunch break
serving up Yankees comeback
out of character

kickin' it old school
Joe channels Billy Martin
scrappy walk off win
(5/20 – 5/25 continued)

where did this come from?
gutty Ian and walk off
fans have cause to cheer
"Offensive malaise"
quoth insightful Michael Kay
so it continues
less than triumphant
A-Rod's return not enough
clunker let it go
"Andy needs to get through fourth"
more pithy wisdom from Kay
is the earth round too?

5/12 - 5/18 Four against the juggernaut Rays, with Ian  Kennedy inserted back into the rotation, then home for Johan in a Mets uniform and Giambi making an unexpected uniform change.
scoring position?
more like stranding position
a clutchless offense
Steve Irwin offense
searching for rare run support
Rays sting Yankee bats

welcome back Ian
fine tuned and mentally tough?
please back up the talk

different Rays team?
pen does not grab ankles late
woe Yankees offense

Jason and Robbie
trying to leave "Interstate"
put the hammer down!


The Annual April Saga Continues

twenty-seven outs
"Bizarro World" rotation
more outs from bullpen

Bullpen Tea Party?
starters' representation?
much pen taxation

5/2 - 5/4 Sweep of the M's and a much-needed roster change
looking in mirror
Yankees see how bad they've been
glimpse at Mariners
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new South Park casting
Ian Kennedy as Tweek
"Way too much pressure!!!"
Hello Red Roof Inn
New York press or the New Wife
which pressure is more?

Kennedy sent down
another one-hit wonder
a minor setback
